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to embrace land use, air quality, and other social and environmental
goals. Although MPOs may not have the authority or the expertise to
deal directly with all 15 required planning factors, ISTEA does require
consideration of a broad array of issues and concerns in the plan.
MPOs and states should collaborate to convene the partners that
represent these interests and concerns so that the plan becomes more
than a physical facility development effort.

Analytical methods must be developed to improve long-range trans-
portation planning, particularly with respect to systems-level analysis;
integration of transportation, airshed, and land use models; and the
measurement of quality-of-life variables. Improvements in long-range
planning are possible, given the state of current practice. Research does
need to be conducted in system-level, multimodal analysis; improving
the relationship among the various models, methods, and means of
collecting data to support the models; and developing an understand-
ing of customer concerns and needs. These user-based data needs are
particularly critical with respect to quality-of-life concerns such as
safety, community cohesion, aesthetics, and environmental balance.

CONCLUSION

From the first planning session for the Moving Urban America Confer-
ence, FTA and FHWA officials expressed their hope that the conference
could result in some tangible guidance to them as the federal members
of the partnership move to implement the new legislation. These find-
ings are intended to provide some of that guidance. The findings are
also intended to challenge states, regional agencies, transit operators,
local governments, and advocacy groups to respond in a creative man-
ner to the challenges presented in ISTEA. Most important, the findings
reinforce the notion that the mobility needs of urban America can only
be addressed through a concerted partnership that reaches beyond
traditional roles and responsibilities to embrace a broader role for
transportation in addressing a spectrum of key community concerns.
Complete reports of the conference workshops are presented next.
The richness and variety of these reports indicates that areas around the
country are responding to the new flexibility in positive and diverse
manners, reinforcing the findings presented here.